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It is universally recognized that legal education system  should provide the society 
with skilled specialists w ho will occupy positions o f  lawmakers, politicians, judges, 
public prosecutors, lawyers and thereby influence on their country’s developm ent 
and the life o f  com m on people. Therefore the dem ands to the quality o f  training fu ­
ture lawyers m ust be rather high.

Article 9 o f  Basic Principles on the Role o f  Lawyers adopted by the E ighth United 
Nations C ongress on the Prevention o f  Crim es and the Treatm ent o f  O ffenders in 
1990 says that «governm ents, professional associations o f  lawyers and educational 
institutions shall ensure that lawyers have appropriate education and training and be 
made aw are o f  the ideals and ethical duties o f  the law yer and o f  hum an rights and 
fundam ental freedom s recognized by national and international law » [1, h. 3].

Thus, professional activities o f  different representatives o f  legal professions m ust 
comply w ith the principles and norm s o f  professional ethics, and form ation o f  corre­
sponding moral and ethical com petence should be an essential elem ent o f  their pro­
fessional developm ent w hile studying in higher educational institutions.

The problem s o f  ethical training o f  ju rists w ere raised in the w orks o f  such schol­
ars as A. A lekseev, M. Burbyka, O. Bandurka, V. D olezhan, A. K oblikov, A. Koni, 
V. Leonenko, G. Sereda, S. Slyvka and others.

The purpose o f  this paper is to present the results o f  the study held in 2012-2016, 
identify the main principles and effective m eans o f  form ation o f  ethical com petence 
as an integral part o f  general professional training o f  law students.

The research on the form s and m ethods o f  ethical training o f  future lawyers con­
ducted in the N ational A cadem y o f  Prosecutors o f  U kraine and the faculty o f  law o f  
Ukrainian State U niversity o f  Finance and International Trade proved that the atti­
tude to teaching and learning legal ethics is pretty formal and doesn’t m eet modern 
requirem ents that deal w ith the com petency approach in training o f  law students.

Ethics is seen as moral requirem ents for professional conduct o f  the s ta ff to  en ­
sure the effective perform ance o f  professional duties. Ethical com petence can be de­
fined as the ability to deeply understand and apply in one’s professional activities 
such universal hum ane and professional values as honesty, fairness, conscientious­
ness, responsibility, respect for hum an personality etc.

So developm ent o f  ethical com petency o f  law  students requires the acquisition o f  
special know ledge, hum an values, conceptual and social skills necessary for suc­
cessful perform ance o f  professional duties.

Our study allowed to  identify a  list o f  basic principles, follow ing w hich will help 
achieve educational purposes related to  the effective ethical training o f  future law­
yers, namely

1. focusing on hum an and professional values
2. theoretical and practical balance
3. consistency
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4. continuity
The first principle requires in-depth understanding o f  the philosophical concept o f  

legal profession, according to w hich m an is its highest value and law yer’s activity 
m akes it possible to apply the law  to  protect human rights and freedom s. In the con­
text o f  m astering professional values students becom e aw are o f  real significance o f  
their profession for the society. This principle should be seen as a m ethodological 
basis for effective interdisciplinary training o f  students by all the departm ents o f  law 
school.

The second principle deals w ith updating o f  m ethods and form s o f  teaching the 
course «Legal Ethics and D eontology» w hich requires providing a balanced ap­
proach to theoretical and practical training on the subject.

A long w ith traditional form s and m ethods o f  ethical training there should be in­
troduced m ore effective ones such as interactive lectures, round table discussions, 
debates, training w orkshops on problem  solving and decision m aking, distance 
learning on individual plans etc.

Consistency o f  ethical developm ent o f  law  students indicates that this is a  com ­
plex phenom enon, w hose elem ents (goal, objectives, contents, form s and methods) 
are interconnected.

Succession o f  steps in form ation o f  specialist in the field o f  law  im plies his gradu­
al professional developm ent depending on the stage o f  training: basic, internship, 
beginning o f  professional career.

The principle o f  continuity denotes achieving such level o f  professional identifi­
cation, w hen the adherence to  the norm s o f  professional ethics becom es its internal 
characteristics and even the need to  encourage professional self-developm ent within 
the system  o f  continuous professional education.

All o f  the above principles are closely linked and can be considered as the funda­
m entals required for the sim ulation o f  results o f  vocational education program s and 
creating an effective system  o f  training and retraining lawyers.

A ssessm ent o f  the levels o f  professional ethical com petence as w e suppose should 
include the follow ing criteria:

1. W ell developed level
M anifestation in behavior:
H aving ethical m otives to carry out professional responsibilities.
C onsistent com pliance w ith the norm s and principles o f  legal ethics in different 

m odels o f  professional com m unication and behavior.
Ability to m ake a thorough analysis o f  m orally difficult professional situations 

and make the right ethical choice.
2. D eveloped level
M anifestation in behavior:
H aving sufficient know ledge o f  professional ethics.
C onsistent perform ance o f  the rules o f  professional conduct and com m unication 

at the w orkplace.
Inability to  resolve difficult legal ethics problem s by himself.
3. U nderdeveloped level
M anifestation in behavior:
Possession o f  fragm entary know ledge and skills in the field o f  professional ethics.
The lack o f  consistency in their application.
C om m ission o f  acts against the principles o f  legal ethics.
4. U nform ed level
M anifestation in behavior:
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Possession o f  superficial know ledge on legal ethics and som e elem entary ethical 
skills.

Indifference to  the object o f  professional activity.
Lack o f  m oral reasons to  perform professional duties.
System atic actions that are contrary to the principles o f  legal ethics due to the ina­

bility to  identify them.
Thus the level o f  ethical culture is an im portant part o f  the com plex characteristics 

o f  lawyer, w hich certainly affects the efficiency o f  form ation o f  his professional 
competence.

It should be also noted that well developed ethical thinking, self-respect and re­
spect for others, fairness, responsibility, self-discipline, adherence to  the rules o f  le­
gal ethics and etiquette as well as other internal and external com ponents o f  p rofes­
sional culture characterize moral maturity o f  representatives o f  legal professions.
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