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Humanitarian Determinant of Development

Once the dominant social population group determining the forms and types of life
comes from villages or small provincial towns, parochialism will be a determining factor of
the country development. The parochialism is characterized by the system of beliefs, values
and motives, which are highlighted in the article.

The extended analysis of the phenomenon of parochialism in the Ukrainian context
is made. Arguments are given that parochialism has been the dominant behavior mode in
Ukraine throughout the independence years. Its negative consequences for the governance
performance in Ukraine are shown. In the national science system the parochialism is
expressed in extreme conservatism, stagnation of the science system and degradation of
the education system. The ways the parochialism affects the national science system are
shown, with emphasizing the specific Ukrainian phenomenon of parochialism in the science
system: veneration of titles and awards, on the one hand, and active demand for them,
on the other. Parochialism has not bypassed the national culture. In the culture context
it is demonstrated that the dominance of parochial attitude in Ukraine makes it radically
different from the tolerant Europe, which association is sought for by Ukraine. The impact
of the parochial mentality on emigration is highlighted: because parochial mentality judges
critically the abilities of individuals in their own region or country, because top positions are
already occupied and nepotism does not allow a stranger to get through to social lifi, career
expectations make individuals seek for emigration. Yet, paradoxically, given the system crisis
in Ukraine, it is the parochialism that holds together different layers of society and helps
preserve the unitary status of the Ukrainian state. Ukraine is likely to live with parochialism
Jfor avery long, with the unknown outcome.
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Putting aside the state of the economy and politics, one of the main factors of
development of a country becomes the national mentality or ethics code of the population,
developed by Mario Grondo (Argentine sociologist). Today the dominant social population
group determining the forms and types of life (through their representatives at all levels of
government) is the people coming from villages or small provincial towns. Therefore, the
parochialism has become a determining factor of the country development.

The parochialism 1s characterized by the system of beliefs, values and action motives.
The most important characteristics of the parochialism are as follows:

— Fear of innovation and desire to preserve the existing relationships. Any innovation is
perceived through the prism of personal gain (acceptability) or personal preferences to others
of one’s own social circle (area). Effective rules are: “do not stand out from the crowd”, “be
easy going” or “be like everyone else”. The interior comfort is above all.

— Personal empathy combined with a desire of sincerity from the external environment.

— The tendency towards unification and unitarity with a strong focus on a group, crowd,
“Maydan”, the majority. A group should be “personal”, regional or on the basis of kinship
(nepotism).

— Absolutization of area (region) where one was born, lived and spent his childhood
(or now lives), where his parents live or were buried. At this, relationships, customs, manners,
views of the representatives of this region are recognized as axiomatically correct. The country
1s perceived through the prism of the region.

— Personification of the Law in the face of the chief and the perception of democracy
as permissiveness. The law 1s not a measure of justice, but it is oriented on personal will.
Whenever ruled by the Law, but not the chief, the democracy is perceived badly and with
fear of losing the existing preferences or stability.
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— Recognition (legitimization) of corruption as a social norm both for bribe-takers and
bribe-givers.

— Recognition of leadership positions at all levels as the most reliable and safe way to
social success and personal enrichment (as well as the welfare of family and relatives).

— Mutual guarantee and collective responsibility.

— Explanation of personal failures, errors or miscalculations by the machinations of
external enemies or local detractors.

These are not comprehensive characteristics of the parochialism, but they are basic. They
govern the relationships between people in the country, which in turn produces a vector, forms
and ways of development of Ukraine.

The parochialism has two sides, both positive and negative. For example, a kind of
regional clan system (“regional brotherhood™) allows the beginner to emerge from the village
to the big society, to secure the support by administrative resource or by informal lobbying
(or protection and assistance) of his countrymen. Not without a reason the Donetsk, Luhansk,
Dunipropetrovsk (Dnieper), Zhytomyr, Volyn, Transcarpathian, Vinnitsa and other fraternitics
are officially registered in Kiev. In general all regions of Ukraine are represented by the
fraternities. On the other hand, when a person, who comes from a certain region, occupies the
leadership position in higher echelons of power, he can rely on his countrymen, establishing
the appropriate top-down command structure. The negative side of this practice reveals in the
creation of mafia and corruption or extremely conservative and closed communities which
unfortunately guide the development of the country according to the parochial views of their
own region. Ukraine was unsuccessfully (to the same extent) governed by the representatives
of Dnipropetrovsk, Western Ukraine, Lugansk or Donetsk region. Now the power belongs
to the representatives of Vinnitsa region.

Taking into consideration the different historically formed mentality and peculiarities of
development of each region, there is no clear and consistently focused concept of development
m the country during the last 25 years.

Regional parochialism requires from a leader to care about the development of his region
i the first place and afterwards about the country as a whole. This can be casily grasped by
looking at the condition of roads or social infrastructure.

In the national science system the parochialism is expressed in extreme conservatism,
stagnation of the science system and degradation of the education system. A prime example
is the attempt to promote local regional “thinkers™ and writers rediscovering to the world
that nature consists of animate and inanimate. Any innovation in science and education is
looked at with caution, because it has no immediate visible effect, but fraught with risks of
the uncertainties. A small-town scientist or teacher is extremely afraid of taking any risks
that can damagge his stable existence in familiar coordinates. By the way, the parochialism of
domestic scientists gave rise to an interesting phenomenon: veneration of titles and awards, as
well as high demand for them. That’s the reason why in Ukraine there are so many “sectorial”
awards and so strong desire to purchase the titles like “Man of the year”, “Choice of the year”,
“Financial Olympus”™, etc. From the parochial point of view, the sequence of acceptance in
society adopted in his region has the following algorithm: head — state award — academic title.
Such person, from parochial point of view, deserves respect and reverence automatically.

Thus, the possibility of social lift for individuals from the other regions or individuals
who do not have the aforesaid features is extremely remote.

The national culture also suffers from parochialism, but to a lesser extent. In architecture
there are simple and practical peasant forms, in music — epic ballads, heroic-patriotic themes
and love lyrics, in literature — hard protectionism, despite the low readership demand.

Domestic writers, such as Kapranov brothers, prefer to appeal to the government with
demands to ban foreign literature and to print only national authors, rather than to produce a
quality art work in the book market. Gradually they are pushing the society to the third rate by
speculating on national motives, under the pretence of returning to national origins. And this
1s the radical difference from tolerant Europe, which Ukraine wishes to be associated with.

The common language is constantly replenished with colloquialisms, dialectical and
regional expressions, again under the guise of ““authenticity™.

At the same time it should not go unmentioned that according to the data of the Defense
Ministry of Ukraine and volunteer organizations, more than 2/3 of the military men involved
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in the antiterrorist operation speak in Russian. This aspect of provincialism is especially
valuable during military operations in the Eastern region of the country.

Parochial view at the chief-position of any level (watchman, controller, law enforcement
officer, judge, tax inspector, etc.) implies that it is a position which automatically allows
obtaining illegal benefits and preferences. Unfortunately, this makes the anticorruption efforts
n our country fictitious and extremely prospectless in the nearest future.

Orientation to maintenance of the gained status, in the parochial sense, is an obstacle
for estimating the critical or any other view, which narrows the information base for making
management decisions in consideration of the alternative information (opinions). This leads
to doubts and requires the intervention of authority. Taking into account that parochial
mentality is extremely respectful to everything foreign, the best authority is a foreign expert
(his authority in based on his position and his foreign status). For example, the appointment
of Georgians, Armenians, Lithuanians, Germans and Polacks to positions in the government
and other executive authorities of Ukraine.

Usually parochial mentality judges critically the abilities of individual in their own
region or country. Since the top positions are already occupied and nepotism does not allow
a stranger to get through to social lift, the expectations and aspirations of material nature are
turning to emigration. This is the reason why 40% of students in Poland are people from
Ukraine, and the main attraction for students in Ukrainian universities is the possibility for
training and working abroad. The labor emigration to Portugal, Italy, Germany, Poland and
other European countries grows actively. As a result, the Ukrainians, instead of developing
Ukraine as a European country, go to “build up Europe™ in Europe itself.

In general, the problem is transparent and studied in Ukraine. This can be revealed in
fairly extensive publications of the famous Ukrainian philosopher Mr. Eugene Sverstyuk,
a former President of the Supreme Court of Ukraine Mr. Malyarenko and others [1]. But
in reality it is almost impossible to influence the current situation. Changing of the cthical
peasant code in the conditions, when, figuratively speaking, “the village has conquered the
city”, 1s possible only in a very remote historical prospect. Nowadays parochial approach
towards the development of the country and society 1s only strengthened.

It is the paradox, but at this stage of the crisis in economics, politics, morals and religion
in Ukraine, it is the parochialism that holds together different layers of society and helps
preserve the unitary status of the Ukrainian state. That is the positive aspect of parochialism.

In business, parochialism also allows to maintain and support individual enterprises,
preserving workspaces and expectations of people. On the other hand, the one-time economic
success, despite the subsequent negative environmental or economic loss (sometimes non-
recoverable), leads to the collapse of many social constitutive agglomerations and causes all
the negative results for the population of the region and the country as a whole.

In all appearances, Ukraine will have to live with a factor of parochialism for a very
long, trying to develop itself. And the result of such development is unknown.
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OOKMOP eKOHOMIYHUX HAVK,

npogecop HayionanvHozo yeHmpy obIiKy ma ayoumy,
Hayionanvha axademia cmamucmuxu, 001Ky ma ayoumy

I'ymaniTapHa 1eTepMiHAHTA PO3BUTKY

Konu ocnoerna epyna nacenenns kpainu, axa eusnauae hpopmy i cnocib scumms, noxo-
OUmb 13 Cil b0 Manux NPOGIHYITIHUX MICI, MICIMEUK0GICINb CIAE BUSHAUATLHUM (PAKIMOPOM
poseumry yiel kpainu. Micmeurogicms XapakmepusyemvCs CUCHEMOT0 NO2TA0I8, YiHHOCcmell
1 cmumMyJIie, AKI 6UCEIMIIEHO ) CINAMMI.

Haseoero ooxnadnuii ananiz gheHomery micmeuxoeocmi 6 konmerxcmi Yrpainu. O6-
IPYHIMOBAHO, U0 MICINEYKOBICHb € NEPEBANICHOI0 MOOEILTIO NOGEOIHKIL 8 YKpaii npomsazom
PpoKie HezanexcHocmi. Tlokazano HecamueHuii 6NIUE MICIMEUKOGOCIT HA eheKmueHiCb
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Oeparcasto2o YnpaeiiHui 6 Vkpaiti. B Hayroe6itl cucmemi MiCmeukosicms GUPaNcacmoes
8 KpaiiHbOMY KOHCEPEamu3Mi ma 3acmol, y 3anenadi cucmemu oceimu. Ioxasarno, y axui
Cnoci6 Micmeuko8icms GNIUGAE HA HAYIOHATLHY HAYKOBY CUCeMY; NIOKpecieHo cymo
VKpaiHCbKe A6uue MiCImeukoeocmi 6 HAYKOGIl cucmemi. blaeo2oséitite cmasieHHs 00
38aHb MA HA2OPOO, 3 0VOHO20 BOKY, Ma GUCOKULL RONUM HA HUX, 3 iHuozeo. Micmeurogicms
He o0itiuna i gimuusHaAHy Kyaomypy. CmocoeHo KyIbmypu NOKA3AHO, W0 NAHYBAHHA Mic-
MeUK08020 MeHmAimem) OOKOPIHHO 6i0pisHae Vipaity 6i0 moneparmuoil €epontu, 00 AKoT
6oHa npaene npucoHamuca. Hoxazaro eniue Micmedxo68020 MeHMALimemy Ha emiepayiio:
OCKLIbKU MAKULL MeHmanimem He yiHye 30i0Hocmi o0eti 6 ix piOHOMY pecioHi abo KpaiHi,
OCKIIbKU GUUT ROCAOU 8Ce 3ATHAMI, A Henomu3M He 0ae “cmopoHHiM ™ Modcaueocmer
O kap ‘€pu, baxcanua pobumu kap '€py niouimosxye arooetl 0o emiepayii. Xoua, ax ye He
OUBHO, 6 YMOBAX CUCHeMHOT Kpusu ¢ VKpaini came Micmedrkosicmb CKpinaae pisHi npo-
UAPKU CYCRITBCTNGA T CIpUAE 30€PECEHHIO YHIMAPHO20 CINAmMYCY YKPAIHCLKOT 0epiicasu.
Micmeurogicmb, cropiut 3a 6ce, e 00620 3bepizamumemnscs 6 Yipaini, ane pesyromamu
makoi Mooeni po3sumKy HeeiooMi.

Kmrouosi cnosa: micmeurosicmv, Menmaimem, pecioH, KpaiHa, CYCHLIbCIMGO, PO3GUINOK.
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I'ymannTapHasi 1eTepMHHAHTA PA3BUTHUS

Kozeoa ocHosnas epynna HaceneHus cmpansl, KOmopas onpeoeniem Popmy i 0opas
DUCUSHU, NPOUCXOOUM U3 Cel WU HEBOTBULUX MPOSUHYUWILHBIX 20P0006, MECTEYKOBOCTb
CMAHOBUMCS ONPEOeNAIOUWUM Harmopom pazeumus 3moii cmpansl. Mecmeuxosocmo
Xapaxmepusyemcest CUcmeMoil 632151006, YeHHOCMEH 1 CIMUMYIO8, KOMOPble 0CEEUIEHDL 6
cmamue.

Tpuseder nodpobvlil aHau3 gheHoMeHa Mecmeukogocmil 6 konmekcme Yrpautol. O60-
CHOBAHO, UIMO MECMEUKO8OCb AGNIACMCA NPe0baa0aoueil MOOeTbI0 N08eOeHUs 6 YrpauHe
6 nepuoo Hezagucumocmu. [lokasaro HezamusHoe GIusHIE MECIMEUKOBOCTIL HA IPGhermie-
HOCHIb 20CYOAPCMEEHHO20 YnpasieHus ¢ Yrpaure. B HayuHOtl cucmeme Mecmeukogocms
BBLIPANCACTNCA 8 KPAHEM KOHCEPSAMUIME U 30CMOe, 8 0e2padayiiil CUCIEMbl 00PA308aH L.
Toxraszano, kaxum o6pasom Mecmedko60CHb GIUAEM HA HAYUOHWILHYIO HAVYHYIO CUCEMY;
NOOYEPKHYMO YUCIO VKPAUHCKOE A6]IEHIUEe MECIEYKOGOCMIL 8 HAYYHOIL cucmeme: Oiaeo-
206€1iHOE OMHOULEHUE K 36AHUAM U HAZDAOIM, ¢ OOHOT CIOPOHDI, 1 BbICOKIUIL CHPOC HA HUX,
¢ Opyeoil. Mecmeurosocmo He obouiia u omedecmeentyio Kyibmypy. [pumenumensHo K
KYIbMYPE ROKA3AHO, 4mMO 20CHOOCBO MECIEUK08020 MEHMAIUIMEMA KOPEHHBIM 00pazom
omaudaem Yrpaury om moiepanmHoi Feponbi, K KOmMOPOti OHA CIpeMUmcs HpUcoeOUHUMb-
ca. Tlokazano enusaHie Mecmeur08020 MEHMAIUMEMA HA SIMUSPAYUIO: NOCKOIBKY MAKOIl
MEHMANUMEM He YeHUm CROCOOHOCU T00€T! 8 11X POOHOM PESUOHE Witl CPAHE, NOCKONBLKY
BbICULLE OOTIICHOCIIU YIICE 3AHAMbL, ( HENOMUZM HE OGem « NOCIOPOHHUM » 6O3MONCHOCEI]
0715 Kapbepol, HeeldaHe 0elamb Kapbepy NOOMAanKueaem aooet K smuepayuu. Xoms, Kax
9MO HU YOUBUINETLHO, 8 YCIOBUAX CUCEMHO20 KPUSUCA 8 VKPaUHE UMEHHO MECIEUKOB80CTb
CKpenisem npocioiixu 00uecmed u cnocobcmeyem COXPAHEHU YHUMAPHO20 CIamyca
VKPAUHCK020 20Cyoapcmed. Mecmeurogocm, cropee 8ce2o, euge 007120 6V COXPAHAMbCS
6 Yrpaute, HO pe3yibmamyl Maxkoti MOOEN U Pa3eUmiLs HeU36eCMHbI.

Keywords: mecmeuroeocmb, MeHmanumem, pe2uoH, Cmpana, 00uecmeo, pazeumie.
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